
Where I’m Going… 

Future Goals Essay 

As a competitive dancer for the majority of my life, I set goals often and strived to accomplish 

them. Some goals were as small as stretching enough to get my middle splits, or as large as 

winning first place in a solo competition. No matter how big or small my goals were, the 

feeling when I accomplished it remained the same: proud, happy, content, and an overall 

feeling of wanting to set more. Now that I am an adult and no longer dancing competitively, I 

continue setting goals in my personal life, but setting goals in more professional life is 

something that is new and exciting for me. As an educator, I encourage my students every day 

to set goals and strive to reach them. I am now focusing on bettering myself as an educator, 

and the first way to do that is to set goals just like my students. 

  

My number one goal as an educator is to help my students grow and thrive as learners and as 

people. To help me do that, I have created three goals that will contribute to my ability to 

become a better educator for my students: Integrating Technology Into Everyday Curriculum, 

Digging Deeper Into Professional Development, & Learning to Lead in Literacy. Now that I have 

set these goals, it is my my responsibility to take the time to work on improving myself in 

these areas and continuing to strive to be the best educator I can be. 

  

Integrating Technology Into Everyday Curriculum 

Before the COVID19 pandemic, technology was slowly being integrated into students’ every day 

learning lives. Fast forward to March of 2020, and our lives would be changed forever. 

Teachers and parents were faced with the harsh reality that our students would not be able to 

learn without one thing: technology. With the integration of technology both pre-pandemic and 

now, it is important for educators to understand how to use and integrate technology into the 

classroom. Since joining the Michigan State Master of Arts in Education program (MAED), I 

have participated in several courses that have given me ideas for integrating technology into 

the classroom. I plan on taking what I have learned from these courses, along with continuing 

to educate myself on technology integration in the classroom, to help my students and parents 

become more comfortable using it for learning. One program I look forward to exploring is 

called ed2go. This training would provide me with small, simple ways I could integrate 

technology into my every day classroom and my students every day learning experience.  
  

  

Digging Deeper Into Professional Development 

I think that most educators could agree that sitting through professional development after a 

long day of school can feel draining. I can think of several instances where I was sitting in 

professional development meetings and all I could think about was my long “To-Do List” of 

tasks I needed to complete before the next school day. Now that I have spent so much time 

and effort diving deeper into my career throughout the MAED program, I have realized the 

impact professional development can have on myself, and in-turn, my students. When truly 

listening and focusing on what I can learn from professional development opportunities, I can 

https://education.msu.edu/maed/
https://www.ed2go.com/courses/teacher-professional-development/classroom-technology/ilc/integrating-technology-in-the-classroom
https://education.msu.edu/maed/


take what I learned, reflect on it, make it something that can be effective for my students, and 

implement it. I have experienced SO much of my own learning from professional development, 

and will strive to take on more professional development opportunities to become a better 

educator. One program my district is learning about and implementing is called RULER. This 

program is a systematic approach that highlights the importance of Social Emotional Learning 

in Schools. I look forward to learning more about RULER because I feel it can help me 

understand my students better and help my students be able to recognize, understand, label, 

express, and regulate their feelings in a healthier, more effective way.  

  

Learning to Lead in Literacy 

For the majority of my teaching career, I have strived in teaching math. I have spent countless 

hours organizing our math curriculum, reading and rereading it trying to find ways to teach it 

even better, and attending professional development seminars. Because of my confidence in 

teaching math, I have made it a goal of mine to learn to lead in literacy. Because literacy is not 

my strong suit, I am hoping to dive deeper into our Lucy Calkins Phonics, Reading, and Writing 

Units of Study, attend more literacy based professional development seminars, and become 

more organized in my small group literacy work. 

  

Now that my graduate learning career is wrapping up, that does not mean my learning career 

is too. Like mentioned previously, there is no better feeling than making a goal, striving 

towards that goal, and accomplishing it. I have set these goals to ensure that I will continue to 

learn, even though I am no longer taking graduate level courses. My journey as an educator 

and learner will continue, and I am excited to see my students and myself grow and flourish.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUkAF8oPYtw
https://www.ycei.org/ruler
https://www.unitsofstudy.com/
https://www.unitsofstudy.com/

